The fourth annual Margaret E. Mahoney Symposium was concerned with two general classes of barriers to pediatric care: financial (or insurance) barriers and what might be termed implementation barriers. There are many nonfinancial barriers to high-quality care for children; the second panel at the Symposium addressed some of the models of high-quality care that exist.
In 1998, a unique opportunity exists as we begin to deal seriously with the financial barriers, to ensure that the quality of care for children is more than adequate and reaches toward an optimal level. The second panel was committed not only to completing the discussion and debate about the financial issues, but also to enhancing the enrollment of the children who are eligible and then The program now is nationally acclaimed and is the country's largest health care
program for homeless children. Although it has not been in existence for more than 10 years, it is the model for a number of innovative health care projects around the country. These presentations at the Mahoney Symposium provoked discussion, thought, and hope. They are offered here in the hope that they will provoke the same among readers of the Journal.
